
Devotional from Lent 3 – Pastor Andrea De Avila 

The Woman at the Well (John 4:5-42) 

I’ve always liked the story of the woman at the well (John 4:5-42). It is the longest recorded 

conversation Jesus had with another person. . The casual vibe to it and the sincerity of the conversation 

and the honesty that transpires is all very appealing to me. Jesus seems to not beat around the bush in 

his conversation with the Samaritan woman. He asks for something that he needs: water. The woman 

tries to reason with him that status quo might need to be kept and this opens up the opportunity for 

Jesus to have a more in depth conversation with the woman. She makes herself vulnerable with Jesus, 

which allows for a transformative conversation to take place. The conversation between the Samaritan 

woman and Jesus is so striking that she believes in what Jesus has told her and spreads the news of the 

Messiah all over town. She knows there is something different about this man. Not only has she seen it, 

but she believes it, and it changes her; the living water has made an effect in her life. 

In the story the well Jesus and the woman meet at is in Sychar. Scholars argue that this city may be the 

same city mentioned in the Old Testament as Shechem (also spelled Sichem); the old capital of the 

Kingdom of Israel. Sychar is now the Palestinian city of Nablus, and there are still Samaritans living there. 

In fact, Samaritans have been living there for thousands of years. During my sabbatical, Nate and I 

visited not only the Samaritan museum and their holy place of sacrifice, but we also went to Jacob’s 

well. The well has been covered by generations of different church structures constructed over the well. 

You first enter the patio of the church, going down more than a few steps. Then you enter the Orthodox 

Church that has guarded the well for centuries. Towards the front of the church there are some more 

stairs that then guide you down to a basement like area. The stairs are narrow and awkward to navigate. 

When you get down, there is a monk supervising the visitors, and the well. The well is old, I’m not sure 

how old, but it’s old! And the most impressive part is that it goes down for meters and meters. It takes a 

few minutes to drop down the bucket and get it back up with some waters because the rope is so long. 

The well gets many visitors, and they all want to drink of the water from the well. However, I wonder 

just how many of them actually drink “living water”. 

Water is a necessity for all living things. It is not out of the ordinary that the Samaritan woman would go 

to Jacob’s well to get water. However, it is out of the norm for a Jew like Jesus to be there asking a 

Samaritan woman for water, particularly at this well. But that is the thing about Jesus, he meets people 

where they are. One does not have sail around the world to meet Jesus. Jesus meets people where they 

are consistently. He is there to ask them pointed questions and guide them through their troubles. Jesus 

is the living water not because he is a ticket to heaven, but because salvation through Jesus means a life 

that we are proud of and we want others to know about. The living water is that thing we do not only 

depend on, but choose over other options because we see the benefit it can have in our lives. It is 

freeing, it is saving, it is comforting, and it is meant to be shared. 

Sometimes we may question if we’ve in fact drank from Jesus’ living water. Many times it feels like God 

has abandoned us in the desert, and we thirst. If we actually had a drink of this living water, why do we 

still thirst? Questioning whether God is with us or not, and thirsting even when God is guiding us is as 



old as the Old Testament. In Exodus 17:1-7, “the [Israelites] quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us 

water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”” 

(Exodus 17:2) because God had been guiding them and providing for them all along. And, although the 

text says that “the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?””, 

the only repercussions for the Israelites calling to God for water was that God gave instructions to 

Moses how to provide water for the people. There is a saying in Spanish that goes along the lines of 

“who does not speak, God does not hear”. So, if we do not quarrel, how would our needs get 

addressed? 

It is part of the human experience to thirst, whether this thirst is physical or spiritual. We thirst when 

our body needs water; we thirst spiritually when we need to feel God present with us. Perhaps what we 

feel is not thirst, not a lack of living water, but a lack of confidence in the living water that we’ve drank. 

Perhaps we have difficulty knowing, no matter the circumstances, that God is with us. This Lenten 

season, take the time to focus on letting go of the doubts that keep us thirsty. Let us focus on trusting 

the salvation of the living water that we’ve been offered by Jesus, trusting in his words and his example 

of how to live our lives, how to work for peace, and how to show God’s presence to others who may be 

thirsting. 

 


